The Van Roekel Family

In the east-central part of the Netherlands is a province called
Gelderland. It’s the largest province in the country with three primary
population centers — Nijmegen, Appledoorn, and the capital city of
Arnhem. About 10 miles northwest of Arnhem is a small cluster of
buildings with a tiny population that’s easy to overlook. It’s called
Roekel, and here is where the Van Roekel family began.

Long ago, the original name of Roekel was Roekelse Bosch, a name
that described its physical and natural characteristics — a forest or
“bosch” inhabited by large flocks of blackbirds called “roekel” in
Dutch. In English we would refer to them as rooks or perhaps crows.
Today, Roekel still stands on the edge of a largely wooded area on the
southwest side of a national forest known as The Veluwe. The Van
Roekel name was long ago used to identify someone who came from
(van means from in Dutch) the village of Roekel. Spelling variations of
the name do occur across the generations.

The oldest mention of the Van Roekel name is in reference to
someone named Johan Van Roekel (probably not related) who lived in
Roekel in 1328. From 1353 to 1446, a few Van Roekels appear in the
records of Arnhem, and there are Van Roekels mentioned in
connection with the town of Wageningen in 1714. Most Van Roekels
in our family today are believed to descend from Willem Dirksen
Backer Van Roekel of Bennekom. His name gives us some hints about
his occupation and that of his father, too. That’s because Willem’s
names are a combination of patronymic, occupational, and geographic
naming conventions.

His middle name Dirksen indicates that he was the son of Dirk. His
middle name Backer indicates that he was a baker, and of course, Van
Rockel means he was from Roekel. While not formally documented,
there are references to a Dirk Backer Van Roekel, who was born 30
years before Willem. He was Willem’s father and the oldest known
patriarch of the modern-day Van Roekel family.
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To satisfy his curiosity about his ancestors and their history, Gijs Van
Roekel of modern-day Maarn in the Netherlands has done
considerable research on the Van Roekel family. In the process, he’s
collected extensive genealogical data. Gijs relates that he’s been given a
story by members of one branch of the Van Roekel family tree about
an even eatrlier patriarch who lived in the late 1400s. The story has
been handed down verbally over the generations from father to son
for a very long time. According to this story, our family descends from
someone named Jan de Bakker. De Bakker was the first martyr of
Holland. The occupational reference to Bakker, even though spelled
differently in both names is meaningful.
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The Van Roekel Coat of Arms



A Family Legend —The Story of Jan Jansz de Bakker

Jan Jansz de Bakker was the son of Jan Dirksz de Bakker—an artisan
and baker. It should be noted that the terms bakker and backer, were
applied to those who baked both bread and bricks. Some references
refer to him as a tenant of the local brick works, but other references
suggest that he was a bread baker. Because of his skills, in about 1493,
Jan Dirksz was appointed sexton of the church of Woerden where he
was responsible for maintenance of both church and the surrounding
graveyard. The name of his wife (young Jan’s mother) is not known.
Because of the penchant for early Europeans to take names related to
both location and occupation, Jan Dirksz last name along with that of
his children varies in both the verbal and written records and includes
de Koster (Dutch for the Sexton), van Woerden (from Woerden),
Woerdensis (Latin for the same), Custodis (Latin for the custodian),
and Pistorius (Latin for baker). The last name Pistorius pops up after
his death. Because the Latin name Pistorius is specific to the
occupation of baking bread, it seems likely that Jan Dirksz’ primary
occupation was that of a bread baker and not a brick baker.

Young Jan was born in 1499 in Woerden, where he went to school
until the age of 12. He studied reading, writing, mathematics, singing,
and he learned the Psalms from the Bible. From 1511 to 1514, he
attended the Cathedral school in Utrecht, where he received a
fundamental Catholic education and sang in the choir.

In 1514, Jan Jansz de Bakker continued his education at the
Hieronymus School in Utrecht. During his five-year stay, he was
exposed to extensive discussion concerning the ideas of Martin Luther
and the Reformation. One of his chief influencers was the school
rector Hinne Rode who later, as a result of Luther’s writings, became
one of the first Dutch advocates of the Reformation.

This caused a problem for Jan’s father who assumed he was training
for the priesthood. Rumors of his son’s heretical associations and his
involvement in discussing those ideas soon spread to Woerden.

Fearing the eventual consequences, Jan Dirksz removed young Jan
from the Hieronymus School and returned him to Woerden.

In 1520, just as the Reformation took root, Jan de Bakker was
appointed to his fathet’s post as church sexton. To his father’s dismay,
young Jan found this to be the perfect platform from which to start
actively promoting Martin Luther’s message. His words soon fell on
fertile soil among the inhabitants of Woerden. Danger was on the
horizon as church officials began issuing him repeated warnings.
During this time, the Woerden government appointed him as
schoolmaster, which gave him yet one more platform from which to
speak. Church officials looked on this development with disgust but
had to tolerate it since the town’s government protected him. Thanks
to Jan de Bakker, Woerden became one of the first places in Holland
where the new doctrine of the Reformation caught on.

Meanwhile, Jan’s father, hoping that it would get his son back on the
right religious path, continued pushing Jan to finish his education as a
Catholic priest. Returning to Utrecht was out of the question as it had
become a hotbed of heretical ideas. Eventually, young Jan was
convinced to continue his priestly education at the University of
Leuven. While there, the Catholic Church banned the writings of
Luther and began persecuting those they saw as heretics. Jan still clung
to his heretical ideas, however, and after only a year, his father urgently
requested that Jan return to Woerden. He came back without a degree,
and to his father’s dismay, he still promoted the Reformation.

Even though he had no degree, Jan’s parents insisted on his
ordination. And while he was resistant to the idea, Jan finally agreed
because of the importance it held for his parents. The ordination took
place in Utrecht. Because he was distrusted for advocating Luther’s
ideas, the Catholic Church arm-twisted him into renouncing
Lutheranism. He paid a fine and was ordained at the age of 22. To his
parent’s satisfaction, Jan was finally a priest.

However, the Church remained suspicious of this young priest. They
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assigned him to the parish at Jacobswoude—a backwater part of the
Netherlands with a dwindling population. Here they perceived he
could do little damage. They were wrong. Jan began traveling around
and openly preaching the Reformation far and wide across the region.
The new doctrine was spreading, and the church knew that Jan was
responsible.

Jan Jansz de Bakker — Our oldest ancestor?

Up in arms over his intransigence, the Catholic Church repeatedly
warned Jan about his activities. He responded in typical fashion. First,
he stopped celebrating the Mass. Then, assuming that older people
were unlikely to change, he began ignoring them and preaching only to
the youth. He stayed in Jacobswoude for only a year.
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Even though he was not a priest in Woerden, Jan returned there to
spread his heretical message. Church officials in Utrecht called him to
account for his activities. When Jan ignored their summons, he was
arrested. But Jan was still popular with the population of Woerden,
and the townspeople threatened a rebellion. After a short time, Jan was
allowed to go free. As time went on, the situation in Woerden became
increasingly dangerous for Jan. He left and went to Wittenberg for
several months. Martin Luther was still in Wittenberg at this time, but
it’s unknown if Jan became personally acquainted with him during his
stay there.

When he returned to Woerden in the summer of 1523, he was once
again called by the clergy to appear before them. Again, Jan ignored
them. In absentia, he was sentenced to three years of banishment and
ordered to make a pilgrimage to Rome. Jan completely ignored these
instructions, too, and began preaching Luther’s ideas in earnest. Since
he could no longer remain in Woerden, he began to wander
throughout Holland supporting and encouraging communities that had
turned away from the Pope in support of Lutheranism.

In 1523, Jan finally pushed the Catholic Church too far. He renounced
his oath of celibacy and married a woman named Jacoba. Then they
had children. He stopped wearing his vestments and stopped shaving
his head. He openly criticized the Catholic Church’s practice of
“indulgences” or money paid to the church for forgiveness of sin. This
caused a serious drop in church revenue wherever he went. Soon he
was prohibited from entering any church.

Jan finally answered a summons from the town Council of Woerden.
There he was examined by the town’s new pastor who decided that
things had gone far enough. The pastor lodged a formal complaint
against the rebellious priest with Governess Margaretta of Austria, the
Bishop of Liege, and the Inquisitor General for the Netherlands. The
case was sent to the Hof van Holland, and an order went out to arrest
Jan de Bakker. He was imprisoned at The Hague and examined



repeatedly by the Inquisition. He was urged to revoke his heretical
ideas, but Jan did not budge on his beliefs. However, he admitted that
he was married.

After four months in prison, Jan was sentenced to die. The sentence
read, “To povre toe gebrant Zulex dat van hem geene memorie zij,” which means
“To be executed in such a way, that no memory of him can survive.” On Friday,
September 15, 1525, Jan was brought from the prison dressed in his
priestly robes. The judgment was read. He was officially defrocked as a
priest, and his robes were taken from him. Dressed in a simple yellow
robe and cap, Jan was placed on a stone scaffold surrounded by a pile
of wood and peat. A steel restraining band held his neck to the stake,
and a bag of gunpowder was hung around his neck. As the executioner
strangled him, the scaffold was set on fire. The coup de grace came
when the gunpowder caught fire and exploded. According to written
accounts, Jan Jansz de Bakker’s final words were, “Where oh Death is thy
victory?” Jan de Bakker, unrepentant anti-Catholic priest, was finally
gone.

Threatened that she, too, might be executed, Jan’s wife Jacoba
recanted her heretical beliefs and was placed in the stocks at Woerden
to make public penance. Most accounts relate that she spent much of

the rest of her life in an Abbey. The children fled to Roekelse Bosch
where they were said to have taken the name Van Roekel.

Unfortunately for the Catholic Church, memories of Jan Jansz de
Bakker were not so easily erased. Over 300 years later in 1853,

Dutch Protestants protested against the restoration of the episcopal
hierarchy in their country. Their movement’s slogan was "Protestants,
wake up now, because remember Jan de Bakker!" In Woerden today, a
street and a church-based school are named after Jan de Bakker.

In The Hague, a stained-glass Jan de Bakker window can be seen in
the St. Jacobskerk.

We will never know if our relationship to Jan de Bakker is true or not.
What we do know for sure are the reasons why the Van Roekel family
came to North America. We also know the facts of their migration.

JAN DE BAEKER

in ‘n('-‘ravenlmge als martelaar verbrund,

Jan Jansz de Bakker burned at the stake for heresy
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The Netherlands had long been under the domination of everyone
from the Romans and Vikings to the Habsburgs, Spanish, and French.
Dutch sovereignty was finally restored in 1813 with the collapse of the
French Empire. The Vienna conference of 1815 confirmed the
creation of the United Kingdom of the Netherlands with King William
I of the House of Orange as its first monarch. The restoration,
however, set the stage for the first Dutch migration.

The state church of the Netherlands had endured much humiliation
under Napoleon, and seeing the formal church as a useful tool in the
control of his new kingdom, King William immediately courted its
favor. Only too happy to regain their former prominence, church
officials responded wholeheartedly to his overtures. The results were
predictable. Church government was placed in the hands of
bureaucrats whose selection was subject to royal approval. All church
property was transferred to the state. Church clergy were allowed to be
educated only at one of three state sanctioned universities. The church
became an instrument of state control, and the church’s leadership was
reduced to an oligarchy that survived only as long as King William was
inclined to extend his patronage.

It wasn’t long before conservative, traditional Christians throughout
the country began noticing departures from doctrine that caused them
great alarm. Church leadership did nothing to address their concerns,
and problems soon developed. A general revolt against the Dutch
Reformed Church soon grew up in the Netherlands, and it was led by
those who would eventually be responsible for the greatest Dutch
migration in the mid-19" century. As a result, nearly 250,000 Dutch
peasants and rural artisans came to America during this time period.
Some started Dutch communities in Michigan. Others came to the
fertile plains of the Midwest. Their departure from Holland was called
the “Afscheiding” or The Separation.

According to the 1912 book The Hollanders of Iowa by Jacob
Vander Zee, most of these Dutch immigrants came to the US as
members of “emigrant associations”. These were organized in the old
country for the sole purpose of facilitating the movement of entire
groups of disaffected citizens to locations in the New World. One
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factor set them apart from the stream of landless peasants and
impoverished laborers heading to America from other parts of Europe
at that time. This exodus was organized by pious, well-to-do
Hollanders and included large numbers of the Dutch middle-class.

Vander Zee also tells us that the emigrant associations prohibited
membership by anyone who was “profane, immoral, or intemperate.”
Avowed atheists, skeptics, and Roman Catholics were also specifically
excluded. Those members who had money were expected to take
charge of one or more poor but deserving persons or families who
decided to emigrate but could not afford to do so.

Predictably, the desire to leave gained a new urgency as King William
clamped down on the religious separatists. The clergy who led the
associations were declared unsuitable and unworthy. King William
used the police to break up separatist meetings, and wholesale
persecution became common. Eventually, the separatist leaders were
excommunicated. Holland, a country long recognized for tolerance
and freedom of worship, became something else for those who
disagreed with King William’s use of the church as a tool of power.

Two of the emigrant associations were formed in the Dutch province
of Zuid Holland or South Holland by Albertus van Raalte and Henrik
Scholte. Van Raalte led his association to Michigan. Scholte eventually
became known as the “father of the separatists.” He was the one who
brought nearly 800 of his followers to Marion County, lowa in 1847,
where they established the town of Pella. More followed the next
summer. Another large group, consisting of about 250 individuals,
came in 1849. Others continued to arrive during the 1850s. One of
them was a2 Van Roekel.

Migration slowed to a trickle with the start of the American Civil War,
but when the war ended in 1865, Dutch immigration to the Iowa

colony increased again. The Van Roekel story begins with the pre-Civil
War migration and the establishment of Pella, but it did not begin with



my great-great-grandfather, Jan Harmen Van Roekel. Instead, it began
with his younger brother Williem, who arrived with other Dutch
immigrants in 1857.

The members of the earliest association sailed into Baltimore and then
made their way by a combination of rail and canal boat to Pittsburgh.
From there they traveled by steamboat on the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers via St. Louis to Keokuk Iowa. Then their journey continued by
covered wagon or on foot to Pella.

By the time the association members arrived, Scholte (who had arrived
several months before them) had secured 18,000 acres of land. Already
late August 1847, the new settlers began taming the Iowa frontier.
Lacking a saw mill or an immediate plentiful supply of timber, the new
arrivals built dugout houses. These were sunk partially in the ground.
The dirt and sod that was removed was used to extend the walls above
ground and to build a roof.

Much of the exposed part of the dwelling was slew grass, reeds, and
interwoven twigs and straw. The settlers called their town a “strooijen
stad” or straw town — a name that gave birth to a long-time Pella
business named The Straw Town Inn.

What is known for certain about Willem is that he arrived on October
7, 1857 aboard a passenger ship named the Troy. It departed from
Antwerp and arrived in New York City. His stated destination was
Ohio, but by 1860, the US census showed he was living with the family
of Teunis Van Vienschaten in Lake Prairie Township of Marion
County Iowa. He was a farmhand for the Van Vienschaten family, and
it must been a full house because Willem was one of 12 people living
there. There’s no Civil War record for Willem, so it’s likely that he
continued as a farmer and did not enlist in the Union Army.

Back in the Netherlands, Willem’s brother Jan Harmen (my great great
grandfather) was raising his family in the village of Bennekom in the
province of Gelderland. Born in 1818, Jan met a girl named Grada
Jansen, and they were married in 1847. They started their family
immediately and had five children between 1848 and 1855. Their first

Bennekom in 1885

child was a girl named Willempje. At the time of her birth, Jan’s
occupation was listed as “molenaarsknecht” or miller’s assistant. In
1857, their sixth child was stillborn. Two years later in 1859, my great-
grandfather Abraham was born. By this time, Jan Harmen’s occupation
had changed to “landbouwer” or farmer. Two years later in 1861,
another child was stillborn. It was their last. My great great
grandmother Grada died in childbirth.

Jan moves to America

With the end of the American Civil War in 1865, Willem returned to
the Netherlands to accompany his brother and family on their
migration to Iowa. In August 1865, the family left the Netherlands
permanently. Jan bid farewell to his two infant children and his wife
Grada, leaving them forever buried in Dutch soil.

Willem accompanied Jan, Jan’s daughters Willempje, Martina, and
Gertruida, and Jan’s sons Albertus, Geurt, and Abraham (my great-
grandfather) to Liverpool, England. On August 10, 1865, they set sail
from Liverpool on board the SS Belgian, a modern steamship of the
Allan Line. They arrived in the port of Québec City, Canada on August
20, 1865. The records of their journey are in contrast to some
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historical notes, which suggest one member of the family did not
survive the crossing. It’s been rumored that Willempje, the oldest
daughter, died during the trip and was buried at sea. More recent
evidence, however, suggests differently.

The passenger record for the SS Belgian is explicit in listing two
columns of data for the voyage. In the first column are the name, age,
sex, and occupation of everyone departing from the Port of Liverpool.
At the bottom of the first column, the number of passengers
embarking on the voyage was totaled. The second column accounted
for each person in the first column as they disembarked the ship in
Québec City. Once again, the second column was totaled. The two
column totals for the page in which the Van Roekels appear are the
same — 49 passengers listed on the page departed Liverpool and 49
disembarked the ship in Québec City. The passenger list was a very
carefully prepared and maintained document, for in 1865, it functioned
as the immigration record for the English and Canadian governments.
It’s nearly certain that Willempje survived the Atlantic voyage to North
America.

Once off the ship in Québec City, the family traveled to New York
City and passed through the Castle Garden Immigration Station. Their
immigration records are found there and are not merely duplicates of
the passenger records from the SS Belgian. This is certain because one
person in the party is not listed in the Castle Garden records. It’s
Willem. He did not have to repeat immigration procedures since he
was already living in the United States. However, Jan and all six of his
children are listed in the Castle Garden records, and the details of
those records are sufficiently different to suggest that they are not
copies of the SS Belgian’s.

The Belgian’s passenger record lists Jan’s name as Jan H. V. Roekel
and show his occupation as artisan. At Castle Garden, his name is
listed as Jan H Van Roekel, and he was classified as an artist. In the
passenger list, Willlempije is listed as a spinster but on the Castle
Garden record she is shown as a Wilhelmina, and she is listed as a
housewife — probably because she is the oldest female in charge of
the children. Both Martina and Albertus are listed as tailors in the
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Jan Harmen Van Roekel

Belgian passenger list, but on the Castle Garden record, Martina is
listed as a dressmaker, and Albertus is shown with the occupation of
tailor. It’s a documented fact that Willempje was still alive in New
York City. But since there is no record of her ever being in Marion
County, Iowa, it’s likely that the rumor of her death is true but that she
died somewhere after her admission to America at Castle Garden.

We don’t know how the family traveled from Québec City to New
York, although the historical records from the time suggest they sailed
to Montreal, up the Richelieu River to Lake Champlain, through the
Champlain Canal and into the Hudson River to New York City.

Neither do we know how they traveled from New York to Marion
County. Like earlier Dutch, they likely took trains, canal boats,



Willem and Janneke Van Roekel — ca 1880.
Willem was the first Van Roekel in America.

steamboats, covered wagons, and traveled by foot. It’s most likely that
it was during this part of their long journey that Willempje died. The
trip from New York City to Pella was long, difficult, and dangerous in
1865. Clean water and fresh food were scarce, and sanitary conditions
were deplorable. Every mode of transportation was crowded with
every manner of human being. Along with immigrants were refugees
and discharged soldiers from the American Civil War, which had just
ended four months eatlier.

Control and treatment of infections was nonexistent. What was ironic
for these Dutch settlers is that one of their very own countrymen,
Antonie van Leeuwenhoek, discovered bacteria in the 1670s, but it
wasn’t until 1870 that bacteria were discovered to cause deadly illness.
Antibiotics did not yet exist. From 1865 to 1873, epidemics of
smallpox, cholera, typhus, typhoid, scarlet fever, and yellow fever
ravaged the eastern US. There were ample opportunities for everyone

in the Van Roekel family to contract a variety of life-threatening
illnesses along the way — especially after their exposure to who knows
what diseases at the Canadian Quarantine Station at Grosse Ile just
below Quebec City. And, of course, there were always accidents. One
of these many hazards probably befell Willempje along the way.

By late August or eatly September, the family (now down to six with
Willempje’s death) arrived in Pella — just in time to settle in for the
winter. The Van Roekel family now had both feet in America.

About the immigrants

As mentioned earlier, many of the Dutch immigrants who came in
connection with the immigrant associations were middle-class, and
many of them had financial resources. That made it possible for them
to set themselves up once they made it to America. That seems to be
the case for the Van Roekels.

By 1870, Willem moved to a farm in Richland Township of
neighboring Mahaska County. He was still single and had amassed real
estate valued at $2400 and personal possessions worth $823. That’s
about $76,000 in 2024. He also became a citizen with voting privileges.
In 1876, Willem moved west to Sioux County, Iowa. On November 3,
1876, he homesteaded 80 acres of land in section 34 of Holland
Township just east of Orange City. In Sioux County, he met a widow
named Janneke de Kray (maiden name of Vanden Brink). She was 43.
They married in January 1877. Her five children made Willem an
instant father at the age of 46. By 1900, the census shows they had six
more children. They were still living in Holland Township near Orange
City. Willem had invested in real estate and was now a landlord.
Janneke died in September 1907, and Willem in October 1908. Both
are buried in West Lawn Cemetery in Orange City lowa.

Jan and his children Albertus, Gertruida, and Abraham also moved to
a farm in Richland Township of Mahaska County. The 1870 federal
census showed that Jan had real estate valued at $1000. Jan had
changed his name to John, Albertus became Albert, and Gertruida had
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somehow settled on the name of Dina. By 1880, Abraham had taken
over the farm from his father who was living with them and helping
with the work. Abraham had married a lady named Nennetje (Nancy)
Van de Kroll and their first two children Wilhelmina and John had
been born. (See sidebar at right,)

Martina moved from Pella to Orange City, and in 1889, married
William Korver. Between 1870 and 1896 they had eight children.
Willem died in 1909. Martina lived another 15 years and died in 1924.
She and William are buried in Orange City’s Westlawn Cemetery.

Albertus, who changed his name to Albert, changed it once again to
Bart. He also moved to Orange City, and in 1876, he homesteaded 80
acres of farmland in the same section of land as his uncle Willem. Bart
married Nieltje (Nelly) Van Peursem in 1875, and over the next 23
years, they had 14 children. Bart died in January 1930 and Nelly in
November of the same year. Both are buried in Westlawn Cemetery.

Geurt changed his name to Gerrit, and he moved to Sioux Center,
Towa. He married a lady named Christina Rouwenhorst. In 1883, they
had one child. When Christina died two years later in 1885, Gerrit
married her younger sister Matilda Rouwenhorst. They had eight
children together. Gerrit died in 1918 and Matilda in 1920. Gerrit and
his wives are buried in Sioux Center’s Memory Gardens Cemetery. The
birthdate on Gerrit’s stone is wrong.

Dina (Gertruida) continued living in the Dutch colony in central Iowa.
She married Marinus Van Gorp and somehow picked up the nickname
Fruitje with his family. She finally settled on the Americanized
Gertrude, and was known by that name for rest of her life. Between
1877 and 1892, they had six children. Gertrude died in 1912 and
Marinus in 1927. The location of their graves is uncertain but believed
to be somewhere in either Marion or Mahaska Counties.

Gertrude was the only one of Jan’s children to remain in the Dutch
colony near Pella and yet today the Van Roekel name is still prevalent
around both Marion and Mahaska Counties. The obvious question is
who was the patriarch of the Van Roekel name in the Pella area?
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Nennetje’s immigration story perfectly illustrates the
fragile nature of our individual family stories, and how
easily they can be disrupted by events beyond anyone’s
control. Nennetje came to America in 1866 aboard a
ship called the SS England. It departed from Liverpool
on March 28 of that year with 1200 passengers. Most
were Dutch, Irish, and German. Nennetje was
traveling with her parents and five of her siblings. The
children ranged in age from one to fourteen. Nennetje
was eight at the time.

On the morning of the fourth day of the voyage, an
eight-year-old boy was found dead in his bed. By that
evening, a 35-year-old Irish passenger was sick with
stomach and leg cramps. Soon the ship’s doctor
diagnosed an outbreak of cholera aboard the SS
England. Nothing could be done, and by the time the
ship arrived in Halifax on April 8, the disease had

spread to the crew as well. The port physician arrived
on board to more than 200 active cases and numerous

dead bodies.

The SS England was quarantined in Halifax harbor
near Mc Nab’s Island. The Irish and German
passengers frequently fought with each other, and
before long, separate Irish and German tent camps
were set up on the island. The rest of the passengers
were placed on a hospital ship named the Pyramus,
and during the 10-day quarantine, the England was
decontaminated. By the time the epidemic was over,
more than 300 people had died. Among them were
Nennetje’s mother and her three youngest siblings.
Only Nennetje, her older brothers Jan and Hendrik,
and her father Geurt survived to see their new home
in Mahaska County, Iowa.



Immigration records show that in addition to Jan Harmen’s brother
Willem two more of Jan’s brothers appeared in Pella in the years after
Willem’s arrival. Those two brothers were named Rut and Hendrik.
According to passenger lists, both brothers arrived in America in 1858
on board the ship Josephine. At the time of their arrival, Hendrik was
not yet married. Traveling with Rut were his wife Goutje Vande Pol,
and according to the passenger list, his twin children — a boy named
William and a girl named Cornelia. Both brothers settled in the Pella
area where they remained after Jan and his children moved away.

Rut and Goutje raised a family of 10 children. Hendrik married a lady
named Hendrikje Klein. They too had 10 children, although their first
died at childbirth. A Van Roekel cousin named Lubbert Van Roekel
arrived in Pella in 1875. He married Steventje Vande Pol, and they had
at least one child. Other Van Roekels may have come, too, but we can
be certain that Rut, Hendrick, and Lubbert are the patriarchs of many
central Iowa Van Roekels who today live in and around the towns of
Pella, Oskaloosa, and Sully in central Iowa.

In 1883, my great-grandfather Abraham and his wife Nancy moved his
father John and their children to Sioux County. In 1889, my great-
great-grandfather John died there. It’s said that he was buried in the
Hospers cemetery. But if so, his tombstone is missing, his grave
cannot be located, and John is now lost to history. His will is on the
next page

By 1900, Abraham and Nancy were farming in West Branch
Township. They’d had nine more children by this time including my
grandfather Gradus (George). Their last child was born in 1902. In
1905 their youngest son Johannes was killed in a farm accident. He was
only six years old.

By 1910, the family had moved to a farm just a couple miles north of
Orange City in Holland Township, where they were farmed until
Abraham retired. Abraham had some of his father’s talents as an
artisan. In 1901, the United States Patent Office granted him a patent
for a veterinary instrument for use in the delivery of baby farm
animals. In 1913, he was granted another patent for a corn drying rack

designed to keep drying grain away from rodents. Both patents have
been located in the archives of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
and are reproduced later in this book.

When they retired from the farm, Abraham and Nancy moved to
Boyden, Iowa. They had just completed building a new house when
Abraham contracted a case of pus poisoning following appendicitis.
He died on January 14, 1917. Nancy died 11 years later on November
28, 1928. Abraham and Nancy are buried in the Sheridan Township
Cemetery at Boyden Iowa.

The Van Roekel family plot and the headstones of Abraham and Nancy

Abraham’s will entered probate four months after his death His
brother Gerrit was executor, but before probate was completed, Gerrit
died. The court appointed Abraham’s oldest son John as the new
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executor, and the estate was finally settled in 1919. The youngest
daughter Geertruida was still a minor when the estate was settled and
Nennetje filed papers to be named the legal guardian of Geertruida’s
future financial and inheritance interests.

The Next Generation

My grandfather Gradus (George) was born on November 18, 1883. In
1913, he married Fannie Haagsma at Alton, Iowa. They begin raising a
family, and between November of that year and 1931 they had a total
of eight children. Their second child, Nancy, died at the age of seven.
Their third child was my mother, Dorothy. In all they had six girls and
two boys.

Like his father and grandfather, George was a farmer. The string of
Federal Census forms from 1920 to 1940 provide us with some insight
into the family’s fluid history during that time.

In 1920, George and Fannie were farming in Franklin Township of
O’Brien County near Sanborn. Their first three children, Bertha,
Nancy, and Dorothy had all been born. By 1925, the family had moved
to Sioux County to a farm in Capel Township and by 1932, a rented
farm near the small village of Perkins in nearby Center Township.
Young Nancy had died by this time, but the family had grown with the
birth of four more children — Ada, Nancy #2, Abe, and Rich. The
youngest child Francis was born in 1931. Their lives were about to be
caught up in the turmoil of the Great Depression.

During the Depression, commodity prices on grain, milk, beef, and
poultry fell to record lows. For many farmers, their income nearly
disappeared. Rather than selling their corn, many used it to heat their
homes as corn was a cheaper alternative to burn than more expensive
coal. And while farmers can easily feed their families from the
products they produced, most, including my grandfather could not
make enough money from selling their products to pay the farm rent.
Sometime in that five-year period between 1930 and 1935, my
grandfather encountered that problem and had to give up his farm.

The 1940 census was the first to ask specific questions about people’s
location in 1935. This was done to understand the displacement of the
population as a result of the Great Depression. The 1940 census shows
that my grandfather had moved from Sioux County back to a farm in
Franklin Township of O’Brien County. But the census questions about
the family circumstances in 1935 provide us with particularly useful
insight to their plight in the intervening years.

In 1935, my grandparents and daughter Bertha were living in Sioux
County — but they were not farming. My mother and her sister Ada
(ages 16 and 14) were living near Sanborn, and Abe and Rich (ages
three and one) were living with another family near Sioux Center. It
also appears that my mother’s sisters Nancy and Francis were living
with yet a different family in Sioux County. The Depression had
temporarily split up their family.

During those years, my grandfather worked for the government’s
WPA or Works Progress Administration, a Roosevelt era program that
gave public works jobs to millions of unemployed during The
Depression. The Sioux County WPA group built the Rock Valley
baseball grandstands and worked on other projects too. Like most
families caught up in the maelstrom, my grandparents eventually got
back on their feet.

By 1940, they were back in O’Brien County on a rented farm, but the
1952 farm atlas shows that, by then, the family owned a 160-acre farm
in the northeast quarter of section six of Franklin township—three
miles west and four miles north of Sanborn. They continued farming
there until their retirement. Then they moved to a small house in
Sheldon, Iowa. Their daughter Bertha was developmentally disabled
and lived with them.

My grandfather died in 1969 at age 85. Shortly after, my grandmother
and Bertha moved to Valley Manor, a nursing home in Rock Valley.
Bertha died in 1985, and my grandmother died in 1986 at age 96. My
grandparents and Bertha are buried in East Lawn Cemetery in
Sheldon, Iowa.
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Grandpa George with my Grandpa George with my
brother Lee brother Roger

The author at the Roekel Woods in 2018

George Van Roekel with his 1952 Studebaker Champion
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The Oude Kerk or Old Church in Bennekom, Netherlands. This was the Van
Roekel family church before their migration to America in 1865. Originally a
Catholic Church named St. Alexander Church, it became a Protestant place of
worship following the Dutch Reformation. Parts of the church date to 1290.

A sculpture honoring the common laborers of Bennekom
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Descendants of Derck Backer Van Roekel

Generation #1— Derck Backer van Roekel — b. 1615, d.??

& Unknown Spouse had a child named

Generation #2— Willem Dircksen Backer van Roekel — b. 1645, d.??

& Spouse Jantje Geurtsen —b. 22, d. ??, m. 1670 had a child named

Generation #3 — Gerrit Willems Backer van Roekel — b. 1680, d. 1757

& Spouse Anneken Willems — b. 1680, d. 1746, m. 1705 and had a child named

Generation #4— Willem Gerrits Backer van Roekel — b. 1709, d. 1780

& Spouse Maartje Willems van Vuijsteren — b. 1713, d. ??, m. 1730 had a child named

Generation #5 — Bart van Roekel — b. 1740, d.1813

& Spouse Geertrui Hecriksen (Berendsen) — b. 1751, d. 1826, m. 1772 had a child named

Generation #6 — Barend van Roekel — b.1789, d. 1857

& Spouse Willempje van de Hoef,- b. 1793, d.1847, m, 1815 had a child named

Generation #7— Jan Harmen van Roekel — b. 1818, d. 11 Apr 1889

& Spouse Grada Jansen — b. 1823, d. 3 Sep 1861 , m.10 Feb 1847 had a child named

Generation #8— Abraham Van Roekel — b. 21 Mar 1859, d. 24 Jan 1917

& Spouse Nennetje Van De Krol — b. 22 Aug 1858, d.20 Nov 1928, m. 1876 had a child named

Generation #9— Gradus (George) Van Roekel — b. 15 Nov 1883, d. 15 May 1969

& Spouse Finkje (Fannie) Haagsma — b. 3 Nov 1889, d. 19 Jun 1986, m. 19 Feb 1913 had a child named

Generation #10— Dorothy Van Rocekel — 24 July 1918, d.19 Aug 2010

& Spouse Jake Ver Mulm — 16 Oct 1919, d.29 Oct 2002, m. 19 Feb 1941 had a child named

Generation #11— Dennis Eugene Ver Mulm — b. 6 Jul 1952

& Spouse Martha Leu Scott — b. 14 Apr 1952, m. 15 May 1976 had children named

Generation #12 — Scott Evan Ver Mulm — b. 10 Feb 1982

& Spouse Kasey Baker — b. 27 Feb 1979, m. 9 Oct 2010

Generation #12 — Molly Erin Ver Mulm — b. 7 Nov 1986
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The Van Roekel family has its roots in Gelderland province with many
Van Roekels born in either Bennekom or Ede. This was the home Jan
Harmen Van Roekel left in 1865. When he said goodbye to the
Netherlands, he left behind two stillborn sons and his wife Grada, who
died giving birth to their last child. It appears that his younger brother
Willem (who emigrated in 1857) returned to the Netherlands to
accompany the family on their journey to America.

Jan Harmen and his family sailed on the SS Belgian, an English flagged
vessel traveling a regular Liverpool to Québec City route. After 10 days
at sea, they stopped at Grosse Ile quarantine station and then traveled
on to Québec City arriving there on May 20, 1865. From there, they
traveled to New York City and Castle Garden immigration station.
After their admission to the US, they went on to Pella, Iowa.

The 1870 Federal Census shows them living in Richland Township of
Mahaska County with a Pella, Iowa post office address. The census
shows that Abraham was head of the household and that Jan was
living with them. In the early 1870s, parts of the family began leaving
central lowa for Sioux County. Eventually, Abraham and his family
took Jan and moved to Sioux County, too. According to the old
Orange City Volksfriend (People’s Friend), a Dutch language
newspapet, Jan died on April 11, 1889, at 71 years of age. He is
supposedly buried at Hospers, Iowa, but his grave cannot be located.

Castle Garden Immigration Station about 1885
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Jan Harmen Van Roekel Grada Jansen
Birth: 2 Jul 1818 in Beanckom, Gelderland, Netherlands
Death: 11 Apr 1889 in Hospers, Sioux, Iowa

Parents: Barend Van Roekel and Willempje Vande Hof

Birth: 20 Nov 1823 in Wageningen, Geld., Netherlands
Death: 3 Sep 1861 in Ede, Gelderand, Netherlands
Parents:Genrt Jansen and Martina Melissen

Marriage: February 10, 1847 in Wageningen, Gelderland, Netherlands

CHILDREN SEX BIRTH SPOUSE MARRIAGE DEATH
1865 - On the journey to Pella

Willem Korver i 3 Jun 1924 in Orange City, Iowa

Neeltje Van Peursem 19 Jan 1930 in Orange City, Towa

Christina Rowenhorst
Mathilda Rowenhorst

Marinus Van Gorp 23 Feb 1911 in Pella, lowa

5 Dec 1918 in Sioux Center, lowa

29 Jan 1857 in Ede, Netherlands

Nennetje (Nancy) Van

de Krol 21 Jan 1917 Boyden, lowa

3 Sep 1861 in Ede, Netherlands
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Abraham Van Roekel

Birth: 21 Mar 1859 in Ede, Gelderland, Netherlands

Deatli: 24 Jan 1917 in Boyden, Sioux, Towa

Parents: Jan Harmen Van Rockel &
Grada Jansen

Nennetje Van De Krol

Birth: 22 Aug 1858 in Ede, Gelderland, Netherlands
Deatly: 20 Nov 1928 Boyden, Sioux, Iowa

Parents: Guert Van De Krol &
Willempje van Middendorp

Marriage: 25 Oct 1877 in Pella, Marion County, Towa

CHILDREN

SEX

BIRTH

SPOUSE

Dick J. Fransea

Gertie Stryland

Driesje Van de Berg
Finkje (Fannie)
Haagsma

Jeanette Van Der Meer

Joha Van Engen

Henry C. Langstraat

Mary Wielenga

Elizabeth Wielenga

Mary Reekers

Harry Rensink

MARRIAGE

DEATH
8 Jan 1966 in Sibley, Osceola, Iowa

11 Jun 1951 in Boyden, Sioux, Iowa

5 Mar 1947 1a Sioux Center, Sioux,
Towa

15 May 1969 in Sheldon, O'Brien,
Towa

20 April 1969 in Chippewa,
Minnesota

6 Jun 1964 in Orange City, Sioux,
Towa

20 Mar 1950 i Sioux Center,
Sioux, lowa

12 Dec 1956 in Maurice, Sious,
Towa

13 Aug 1973 in Sheldon, O'Brien,
Towa

11 Feb 1959 in Sheldon, O'Byien,
Towa

4 Aug 1905 in Orange City, Sioux,
Towa

2 Sep 1966 in Boyden, Sioux, Iowa
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The Family of Abraham Van Roekel

Back Row (L-R) Tina, John, Bill, Gradus (George), Hank, Tony, Bert, Gerrit
Front Row (L-R) Wilhelmina, Abraham, Gert, Nancy, Celia

Inset — Johannes (Died in 1905)



George Van Roekel Finkje (Fannie) Haagsma
Birth: 3 Nov 1889 in Alton, Sioux, lowa

Death: 19 Jun 1986 in Rock Valley, Sioux, Iowa
Parents: Dirk Jacobs Haagsma & Baukje
(Bertha) Tymensma

Birth: 18 Nov 1883 in Orange City, Sioux, lowa
Death: 30 May 1969 in Sheldon, O'Brien, Iowa
Parents: Abraham Van Rockel &

Nennetje (Nancy) Van De Krol

Marriage: February 19, 1913 in Alton, Sioux, Iowa

CHILDREN BIRTH SPOUSE MARRIAGE DEATH

22 Apr 1985 in Rock Valley, Sionx,
Towa

5 Feb 1923 in Franklin, O'Bren,
Towa

19 Aug 2010 in Sanborn, O'Brien,
Towa

24 Jun 2020 in Cathedral City,
Riverside, California

11 Jun 1996 in Sheldon, O'Brien,
Towa

12 Jun 2018 in Council Bluffs,
Pottawatmie, lowa

8 Jan 2009 in Hermiston, Umatilla,
Oxegon

6 May 2015 in Pahrump, Nye,
Nevada

William Sinkey
Masine Simmons

Shirley Emily Adams

Earl Benz
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The Family of Gradus (George) Van Roekel
Back Row (L-R) Nancy, Richard, Dorothy, Abraham, Ada
Front Row (L_R) George, Bertha, Francis, Fannie
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Jan Harmen Van Roekel’s birth record. It shows his father, Berend was a common laborer (von beroep Arbeider) and that he was born in the home at 1:30 p.m.
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The marriage license application for Jan Harmen Van Roekel and Grada Jansen. It shows that Jan has no occupation (zonder beroep) and that his father
Berend is now a farmer (landbouwer). It certifies that both bride and groom have submitted their birth certificates. The bride, groom, and both sets of

parents have signed the application.



N../f‘)// ” /’—“\

‘ ,/ /
"Op heden den /MW,/ o 4/ ¥T /M
ecn en-zestlg, zqn voor Ons ..zm/fw //, (4,,, ,; At »> //&""/ A B /1 et Fc)

i
des ]ws achttien honderd

‘Ambtenaar van den Burgcrlukeu Stand der Gemeente Lde, Provincié Gelrlerlaud 1

vetschenen. = / Lt ,,c«un/vz/ Pl 2rond oud Fker. ool FKoetiertiy

)ﬂ!ﬁl\,.VMs/ beroep,zy/«m Pinsosle 4. S snmedliosmen .//?wffv/ /fxza/’/ "”"/{l
oud /M/z’ jaren, ~#wr:” beroep /‘-—»4)/#'? AR PR o, ~ |
wonende / //&l,z/,n.c_m/u? —  welke Ons hebben ver-|

'klmd dat //&zda/ / dlf&/&“/ Zoripers /o/no /o selboren e 'J*r
; / M(,...,w a/&r{;.wa % /tyc:wu,/‘rm) d&%f{’mrzf o-n,n//’
“,/,‘:m-’/.,aﬁtnw/ Lt /z&/u// VAR GBI kr:u««a@ e i

U doehtin van' Lot fiooder), m.fw?# Py pz.,,/m

k Y S gk .
} ;’(&f(,d’érv .1_’41:_1’44’/';5(::“ o, .&A"MJ C‘_L.'GJ-. 2/‘(/‘}&-«.-0‘/(& w//‘-ﬂ;l‘nM 7%k |

/ ; “ ;
lop - Heivrg? dag, den. /Ke/z,/(.‘-../ DI S SO “ dezes jaars, des

/7:4/».4,9{-4 tenm// /4|xe, in den ouderdom van . i ape- ,'CM,{ .
/M Aa/ﬂ7,m ten = /1414—-) hmze ad /‘Z’A-os—ra.& ‘...r.»'D L— ‘
A binnen deze Gemeente is overleden.

it |
!

. Waarvan wij deze Acte hebben opgemaskt, die na voorlezing door diuéf—fcéadeu/
darant co Jnd Eomllisrann it ;&;‘,Mi /w-/,é.ua o estG Corre,
odopun?|

'

/,ﬁ/w—»«f W&MJ‘I {Mc./k.d %/ &M’AM{ .. be

{ / }(“u’l‘m‘ ' . o 0"
; | A e

The death certificate filed for Jan Harmen’s wife Grada. It shows that she died on September 3, 1861 at
about 4:30 in the afternoon. Grada died from complications with childbirth. The death certificate for Jan and
Grada’s last child shows that the child died just a few hours before Grada on the same day,

105



e ( i
/ ’ v :
» »
' . e J/( e / : 7
’ \ F oot Adulr or Ul s ENOLISN seoren (LILL ALIRNY 10eh of e
Vot 12 seaws & npemd betmeen | 1" . Coieass'y g f 2 ; K. 4 : 1 -+ 2 Vpsngts have
3 Navrg 1 Pavengn Nogpativm, <0 wilng, M s - - < = = 2 Lonteetad
UL Manrwd itk LI U N R a B 3 -‘ j : 3 3 $ o Tand
N | N, 1 A M ) 2 S8 XS & QR LS
| 7
Liverpool.

et e

502 e Al 43 bt
’//'//l:-ou-l . /g '%ﬂn: 4
//,ll{ocl- . 4 ,,,;; a2l

NN

. Yy Cllim /
é, ,.P/u e & g : /
Y fk e : 73 s /
‘Z://..‘ ’ Jo V4 ’ bt ¢

106

Above is an excerpt from the passenger list for the SS Belgian which sailed in 1865 from Liverpool to Quebec City with the Van Roekel family on board. Jan
Harmen and his six children are shown in addition to his younger brother Willem who had come to America in 1857 and then returned after the American Civil
War to accompany his widowed brother and family to their new home near Pella, lowa. The second person listed is Jan’s daughter Willempje, although her name
is shown with an Anglicized spelling of Wilhelmina.

A family story relates that Willempje died during the voyage and was buried at sea. This is incorrect. The family journeyed from Quebec City to New York City
where the records show that the family (including Willlempje) passed through Castle Garden Immigration Station on August 10, 1865. Willempje undoubtedly
died somewhere along the way as the family made their way from New York City to lowa.
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Abraham Van Roekel’s birth record showing his birth in the home on March 21, 1859 at 2:00 a.m. His father Jan
Harmen is described as a farmer (landbouwer).
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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

ABRAHAM VAN ROEKEL, OF S8I0UX CENTER, IOWA.

VETERINARY INSTRUMENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 685,192, dated October 22, 1001,
Appliestion filed Marck 8, 1901, Barisl Na, 42500, Fo mafed)

To all whom it may concerh:

Beitknown that [,AngArAM Vax ROERRL,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Sioux Center, inthe county of Sioux and State
of Towa, have invented a new and Improved
Veterinary Instrument,of which the following
isa full, , and exaet deseription,

This inyention relates to an apparatas for
dellvering animals {n Jabor, and it 1 particu-
larly adapted for use with sows,

The invention comprises a number of pe-
oullarly-arranged finger-like rods adapted to
be introduced fnto the vagina of the suimal
and 1o lie around the murzle of the fetas.
One of these rods carries s prong hnvingnriw
otal connection with it to swing with a li
movement, snd a eord or the like is passed
around the ends of the rods, so that when the
muzzle of the fotus is properly inelosed :5
drawing on the cord the rods are en,
firmly therewith and the prong is cansed to
onter the skin of the fetus. The fotus being
thus rmly graspod, It may roadily be drawn

ted

of the vagina as the animal labors.

ts  This speelflestinn Is & specifle deseription
of one form of theinvention, while the elaims
ars definitions of the sctnal scope thereof.
Reference is to be hiad to the accompanying
drawin, (omiu%lputof thisspecification,
in which similar ¢
cate corresponding parts in all the figures,
Figure 1 isa perspective view of the inven-
{ion. Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof, and
Fig. 3 is a detail view of the prong.

aracters of reference (ndl-

he before-mentioned fingor-like rods ave

here shown to be four fn nnmber, In the
drawings two are lettered a, one b, and onec.
Theso rods are preferably formed of steel
plated with nickel. The rods a are formed
with eyes o In thely working ends, and the
rod b has at its working end an enlargement
v, formed witha cavity 5* and anuye b°. In
the eavity I? Is pivoted the proug d, which
has a shoulder bearing against the enlarge-
ment ¢' 1o limit the outward movemens of
the proug 10 the position shown In Fig. 4.
The prong |, however, free to swing inward,
50 s 1o lie agalnst the enlargement ¥ of the
rod and at an inelinatlon thereto. The rod
¢ is formed with an eye o, and through these
cavoral eyes s rovea cord &, the two of
which are erossod (n the eys U* and the euds

of which are led back Lo the ontor or handle
end of the instrument. The eord is formed
of cotion, hemp, or linen. 55

The various rgd: a, :l’ nnksd ¢ are he}d h‘;

proper position by two blocks or sproes fan

, formed of wood or iron. The block fis
oeated at the rear extromities of the rods
and has the rods fastened secnurely therveto, 6o
the three rods ¢ and b beln&amng«l in tri-
angular relation to each other, The block .
g is placed about midway the rods and bas
the rods passed loosely mronfh it, said rods
still retuiniog thelr triangular disposition. 63
Now it is elenr that by grasping the rods a
and b between the blocks fand g and press-
ing them together thelr fronter workingends
will be foreed apart. These rodsa and b are
econstroeted of s?rlnz material, so that they j0
will retpln thele form and return to their nor-
mal position when the pressore above men-
tionad is relaxed.

The rod ¢ Is arranged disgonally with re-
speot to tha other rods, as best shown in Pig. 75
2, and the part of the rod between the blocks
£ aod glies wholly within the triangle de-
scribed by the rods a and b, and the front or
working part of the rod ¢ projects outside of
the said triangle. This rod is held by the $o
blocks fand ¢ In other respects the same as
the rods @ and b, Now it will be apparent
that when the rods a and b are grasped to
spread the working ends the rod ¢ is not af-
{ected, but retains its position with respect 85
to the blocks f and g, while the ends of the
rods o and b spread or conbract, as may be.

In using the device the parts are disposed
as in Fig. L, and the frout end of the instru-
ment is introduced into the vagina of the g0
a?i:nlﬁ Wh::l:be fotusis md.:dhd' éhe ends
of the finger- are expan and passed
over the muzzle of the fetns, and the ends of
the cord ¢ are then drawn upon to contract
the rods around the muzzle and to foree the g5

.prong d through the skin, s0 as firmly to

grasp the fetus, Preferably the Instrument
should be manipulated to engage the pron
with the under jaw of the fetns just back of
the bene, and thus not only will a firm hold tco
be attained, but o very slight wound will be
inflicted from which animal readily will
recover.

Having thus described my iavention, T

> eBs102

claim as new and desiro to secure by Lelters
Patent-—
1. A veterluary instrument having resili-
ent finger-like rods adapted to engage the
5 fetusat their front ends,and s or bloeks
to which sald rods are secared, the spacers or
blocksbeing immovable relatively to the rods,
one of the blocks being arranged at the rear
. portions of the rods and the other at an in-
10 ll'cmedil? po‘i’t:b. to permito, m&nglhemls
y ng thom at a polot botwoen the
blocﬂs.

2. A veterinary instrument baving restli-
eut fingerdike rods adapted to ¢ the
t5 fetns at their front ends, spacers or bloeks to

A VAN ROCKEL.

which sald rods are secured, one of the blocks
being arranged at the rear portions of the
rods and the other at an intermodinte point,
to permit operating the rods by gmglng
thom as a point between the blocks, and an 20
additional rod held by the bloeks and dis-
posed diagonally of the first-named rods, for
the purpose specified,

In testimony whereof I Lave signed my
name to this specification in the presence of 12§
two subsoribing witnesses.

ABRAHAM VAN ROEKEL.

Witnesses:

Jos, HYINK,
T. PRINS.

Patented Qet. 22, 0L

VETERINARY INSTRUMENT.

Abraham Van Roekel’s first 1901 patent for a veterinary instrument
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ABRAMAM VAN ROEXEL, OF ORANGE CITY, I0WA.
CORN-DRYING RACK,

1,069,913, Specification of Letters Patent.  Patented Aug. 12,1913,
Applieation filed September 15, 1910, Serial No. 582,113,

To all whom it may cancern : ployed, the horizontal wires heing fastened
Be it known that I, Apmamayx Vax | to this partition. The supporling legs 11
Romxer, & citizen of the United States, re- | may be readily stumped or bent out of sheet
siding at Orange City, Sioux county, State | metal, the end legs being of substantially
of Towa. have invenfed a certain new and | inverled V-shaped form, while the center
useful Corn-Drying Rack, of which the fol- | supporting leg is of substantially upright
lowing is a specification. V-shaped form.
The dbject of my invention i= to provide | Having thus described my invention what
o corn drying rack which iz exceedingly | ¥ elaim as new and desire to seeure by Let-
simple in ‘construction and which is sup- | ters Patent of the United States is:
ported on legs 8o that the eorn is beyond | In combination, a corn drying rack, an
the reach of such destruetive creatures as | open frame, said frame comprising three
rats and mice. giprig\t members and ¢ross pieces for form-
In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 | ing the top and bottom of said frame, and
1 o side elevation 2? my improved corn | means for eecuring said ports together, a
drying rack, and Fig. 2 i3 an end view of lattice work of wire fastened over the open
the some. sides of said frame for supporting the cars
The rectangular frame 10 is mounted op | of corn, and means attached to said frume
legs 11. The open sides of the frame are | for supporting the same ahove the ground,
covered with @ lined lattice.work for hold- | =aid means consisting of o ir of legs, each
ing the corn during the drying operation. | compriging a single strip of sheet metal bent
This lattice-work consists of horizgontal | to form two downwardly diverging esten-
strips or wires 12 suitably spaced, and ver- | sions and fastened to the frame at the bend
tical strips or wires 13, The wires are suit- | of gaid strip, and a V-shaped leg secured to
ably secured to the frame as by means of ' the bottom of said frame on the underside
staples 14. The points where the wires evoss | thereof, substantially s and for the pur-
are preferably welded or woven as indicated | poses described.

at 156, The wires on opposite sides of the e -
frame are sabstantinll ?1!1) alinement so that ABRAHAM ..,>.,<nVAN ROEKEL,

the ears of corn may be properly supforml \  Witnesses!
by the wires. If the rack is of considerable Grumrr Kray,
length an intermedinte partition 16 is em- | Q. J. Swon.

Copies of this putent may be obtaimed for five cents each, by addressing the " Commissisner of Patents,
Washington, D, C."
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1,069,913.

A. VAN ROEEEL.
OOEX DRYING RAOK.
APPLIOATION FILED 4B2T, 18, 1430,

Patented Aug. 12,1913,

Abraham Van Roekel’s second 1913 patent for a corn drying rack
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