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The Eddy family is the earliest of our families to come to America. 
The family has its roots in Bristol, England, in the late 16th century. 
Studied by scholars to determine its origin, there are disagreements 
about the meaning of the Eddy name. Some believe it comes from the 
Gaelic language and means “instructor” while others believe it has 
Saxon origins and should be translated as meaning “success” or 
“prosperity”. Regardless, as has happened with most Old-World 
names, it has been spelled numerous ways over the centuries including 
Eddi, Edde, Edy, Eady. Eedy, Ede, Eddye, and Eddway before 
arriving at its current spelling of Eddy. 
 
A complete and detailed history of the Eddy family and all of its 
branches has been assembled by the Eddy family Association (EFA) of 
Boston, Massachusetts, and comprises five books totaling nearly 3500 
pages covering the years 1630 – 2005. The Eddy story told here relies 
mostly on information taken from three of the five books covering the 
Eddy ancestors in our family tree. I’ve tried to dig out the most 
interesting stories that have been tucked away between the endless 
succession of dates and the names that comprise these people’s lives. 

The earliest known Eddy is William Eddy, who was born in the port 
city of Bristol in southwest England. His exact birth date is unknown, 
but EFA estimates it was sometime between 1558 and 1564 — most 
likely 1559. This period was the reign of Queen Elizabeth I and is 
known as the Golden Age of English history. William Eddy would 
have been a contemporary of William Shakespeare. His parent’s names 
are unknown. 

William studied at Cambridge and received degrees at Trinity College 
there in 1583 and 1586. After his graduation in 1586, he was invited to 
become the assistant to the Vicar (a priest in the Church of England)  
of St. Dunstan, the parish church at Cranbrook, County Kent in  
southeast England. William later advanced to the post of Vicar around  
the age of 30, when his predecessor died in 1591. He stayed at 
Cranbrook for the rest of his life. 

 
William became Vicar of Cranbrook about 50 years after the English 
Reformation — a time when the Church of England separated itself 
from the Catholic Church and the control of the Pope. Political and 
religious disputes within the church were still common. 
 
Predictably, there were those within the church who believed that the 
English Reformation had not gone far enough. They believed that the 
church still relied on too many Catholic practices. They believed in 
much stricter standards of dress, personal piety, morality, and 
behavior. The church reacted to these dissenters by labeling them with 
the derogatory term of Puritans. In spite of the Puritan movement, it 
appears that William was faithful to the Church of England, and he 
took excellent care of his parish and its members according to the 
church’s teachings.  

The Eddy Family 

Eddy Family Coat of Arms 
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One practice in particular was carried over from the Catholic Church 
by the Church of England. It was called First Fruits and Tenths. 
Prior to the English Reformation, First Fruits and Tenths required that 
an office appointee pay his entire first year’s income and 10% of each 
succeeding year’s income to the Pope. After Henry VIII’s quarrel with 
the Pope, the King directed that all revenue from First Fruits and 
Tenths go to the English Crown. Whether Pope or King, it all seemed 
to be the same when it came to reaching into other people’s pockets 
for their money. William’s first year salary as vicar of Cranbrook was 
19 pounds, 19 shillings, six pence (nearly $90,000 in 2023 dollars). In 
1591, that was slightly more than the average annual wage of a skilled 
tradesman. William had to pay it all to the Queen of England. In order 
to live, he set up a three-year payment plan and secured a repayment 
guarantee from two bondsmen in the event that he defaulted. 
 
In 1597, six years after he became Vicar at Cranbrook, County Kent 
was struck by the bubonic plague. In the church register for that year is 
found an entry written in William’s own hand. It reads: 

 
In this year following 1597 began a great plague in Cranbrook which continued 
from April the year aforesaid unto the 13th of July, 1598. 
 
1. First it is to be observed that before this infection did begin that God about a 
year or two before took away by death many honest and good men and women. 
 
2. Secondly, that the judgment of God for sin was much before threatened and 
especially for that vice of drunkenness, which did abound here. 
 
3. Thirdly, that this infection was in all quarters at that time of this parish except 
Hartley quarter. 
 
4. Fourthly, that the same began in the house of one Brightlinge out of which much 
thievery was committed and that it ended in the house of one Henry Grynnoche who 
was a pot companion and his wife noted much for incontinency which both died 
excommunicated. 
 
5. Fifthly, that this infection was got almost into all the inns and victualling houses 
of the town places then of great misorder, so that God did seem to punish that 
himself, which others did neglect and not regard. 
 
6. Together with this infection there was a great dearth at the same time, which was 
cause also of much heaviness and sorrow. 
 
7. This was most grievous unto me of all that this judgment of God did not draw 
the people unto repentance the more but that many by it seemed to be more hardened 
in their sin. 
 
Clearly, William thought that God had taken his vengeance on those in 
his parish who lived in sin. 
 
William was married twice. He had 12 children by his first wife Mary 
Foston, who died in 1611. In 1614, William married a widow named 
Sarah Taylor and had one child with her. Among the children he had 
with Mary were two girls named Abigail and Anna and two boys 
named John and Samuel. It’s known for certain that these four 
children eventually left England for America. 
  

St. Dunstan Church – Cranbrook, County Kent, England 
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William died on November 23, 1616. His exact burial spot is unknown 
today. It’s possible he was buried in the churchyard, but if so, his 
original marker was probably made of wood and has long since rotted 
away. It’s more likely, however that he was buried beneath the chancel 
of St. Dunstan. This was an honor usually reserved to the vicar, those 
who came before him, and those who followed. William’s history and 
his lineage went unrecognized for nearly 250 years until one of his 
descendants, Robert Eddy of Boston, rediscovered it in the late 1800s. 
 
The Eddys Come to America 
 
As time went by, deepening division developed between the Church of 
England and the Puritans. Eventually, disagreements arose within the 
Puritan group itself. There were those who believed that they could be 
most influential by pressuring the church from within. They became 
known as “non-separating” Puritans. There were others who believed  
 
that they would be forever blocked from changing the established 
church from the inside, and they could no longer tolerate English law 
governing the practice of their religion. They believed that the Church 
of England was completely corrupt and that true believers should 
separate from it forever. These people became known as “separating” 
Puritans or simply The Separatists. They solved their problems 
through immigration to the Netherlands and later to the eastern shores 
of America. 
 
William’s children (at least some of them) were not strict conformists 
within the church’s doctrine. After their father’s death, John and 
Samuel lived for a time in Suffolk County, England. This area was a 
hotbed of Puritan fervor. While there, it appears that they embraced 
the Puritan views wholeheartedly. 
 
The reins of James I and Charles I followed the death of Queen 
Elizabeth, and under these two monarchs, persecution of the Puritans 
began. It became so severe that a great migration of Puritans to 
America began in 1630. Having each received their inheritance of 
about 100 English pounds, John and Samuel joined this migration at 
its very beginning. On October 29, 1630, their sailing vessel, the 

Handmaid, landed at Plymouth Colony. The brothers joined earlier 
separatists who just 10 years before, had arrived on the Mayflower. 
There is no record of the arrival of their sisters, Abigail and Anna, but 
it’s known that they came at some time, too, since both died in 
Massachusetts. 
 
John Winthrop was the governor of the neighboring Massachusetts 
Bay Colony. After the arrival of the Handmaid, he was visited by the 
ship’s captain who related the details of the traveler’s 12-week journey 
from England to North America. Winthrop recorded the details in his 
journals, which survive today. 
 
“October 29, 1630 — The Handmaid arrived at Plymouth having been 12 weeks 
at sea, and having spent all her masts, and of 28 cows, she lost 10. She had about 
60 passengers, who came all well. John Grant, ship’s master, wrote to me that 
shipping this year has utterly undone him.” 
 
At this point in the Eddy genealogy, there’s a break in the family 
lineage that has confounded genealogical researchers to this day. 
  

Plymouth Colony and its villages 
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The Missing Link 
 
The oldest known Eddy in our family tree is also named John Eddy. 
Our John Eddy lived in Taunton, Massachusetts, about 20 miles west 
of Plymouth Village. He’s referred to as John of Taunton to 
distinguish him from other Johns in the early Eddy family. The link 
between him and the John and Samuel who arrived in 1630 has not 
been firmly established. Some records show he was born on Christmas 
Day, 1637 in Plymouth, but the identity of his parents remains a 
mystery. We do know that John of Taunton is Martha’s seventh great-
grandfather. 
 
Researchers have found legal documents, deeds, and land transfers 
referring to John of Taunton, and these have been used to verify that 
he once lived in Plymouth Colony, and that he had a close relationship 
with John and Samuel. It’s believed that he was either a son of one of  
them or perhaps a nephew born to another brother who also came to 
Plymouth from England in a different year. The exact relationship has 
never been conclusively established. Nevertheless, it’s certain that John 
Eddy of Taunton is descended from William Eddy of Cranbrook 
England. 
 
John of Taunton was a carpenter. In 1665, he married Susanna 
Paddock, and they moved from Plymouth to Taunton where they had 
two children. Susanna died in 1670, and in 1672, John married a lady 
named Deliverance. Their marriage ignited several generations of 
wonderfully reminiscent Puritan-inspired girl’s names. 
 
What would daughters do today if their parents called them by names 
such as Deliverance, Patience, Chastity, Silence, Experience, Wealthy, 
Waitstill, Charity, Considerate, Loved, Comfort, Freelove, and 
Preserved? The boys weren’t any more fortunate with more than one  
Azariah, Ebenezer, Eliezer, Abiathar, Peletiah, Moses, and Obadiah 
making the scene. Occasionally there was even in Ichabod or two 
thrown in for good measure. 
 
During John’s life, he seemed to take no active part in the civic affairs 
of Taunton. Like other men, he was part of the King’s Militia, and  

 
expected to serve in the event of a military emergency. In 1682, his 
local militia was divided into four parts, and each part was assigned to 
bring their muskets, powder, and shot to a specific Sunday service each 
month. There’s no explanation why, but possibly it was to protect the 
congregation from Indian danger. Those who didn’t bring their 
weapons were fined two shillings — the equivalent of about $15 today. 
John’s assigned time was the “third Sabbath of the month.” His failure to 
comply with the civil order resulted in fines on three separate 
occasions. Was it forgetfulness or outright disobedience? We will never 
know. 
 
Other than this account, most of the records of John’s life pertained to 
his purchase of various parcels of land in and around Taunton. Church 
records document the birth of a child he had with his second wife 
Deliverance. In 1683, their son Joseph with was born. He was Martha’s 
sixth great grandfather. 
 
The second generation in America 
 
Upon his father’s death in 1695, Joseph inherited a piece of land on 
Babbitt’s Brook. At that time the land was located about three miles 
from the center of Taunton. Today, however, no stream with this 
name seems to exist. Unlike his father, Joseph was active in 
community affairs. In 1738 and 1740, he was the local tax collector. In 
1739, he was the local tax assessor. He was probably not the most 
popular person in Taunton during these years. 
 
His life gives us a tiny peek into the evolution of Puritan thought in 
the New England colonies. It seems that, by Joseph’s time, some of 
the Puritan fervor for strict morality and personal piety had been 
replaced by a newer, more comfortable materialism. Over time, Joseph  
became a large landowner in the area. Records show many transactions 
in his name. 
 
In 1736, he helped organize and establish a new settlement about 130 
miles northwest of Taunton on the west bank of the Connecticut 
River. Originally named New Taunton, today it’s Westminster, 
Vermont.  
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Joseph was married twice. He and his first wife, Abigail Haskins, had 
nine children. He had one daughter with his second wife, Sarah 
Leonard. The births of most of their children are undocumented, but 
their names are known. Among them was a son named Oded. He was 
Martha’s fifth great-grandfather. It’s believed that Oded was born in 
1709. 
 
Richard Baxter, the most popular Puritan writer of the 1600s wrote 
extensively on the issue of slave ownership by those outside of the 
Puritan settlements. His views represented generally accepted thinking 
of the original Puritans toward the subject. He wrote, 
 
“To go as pirates and catch up poor Negroes or people of another land, that never 
forfeited life or liberty, and to make them slaves, and sell them, is one of the worst 
kinds of thievery in the world, and such persons are to be taken for the common  
enemies of mankind; and they that buy them and use them as beasts, for their mere  
commodity, and betray, or destroy, or neglect their souls, are fitter to be called 
incarnate devils than Christians, though they be no Christians whom they so 
abuse.” 
 
Given these views just one generation earlier. It’s very surprising to 
read through Joseph’s last will and testament because it clearly 
references his slave ownership. In a first version, he left to his wife 
Sarah, “my Negro boy Reuben”. Sarah later offered Reuben to the 
Continental Army to fight in the Revolutionary War. He served under 
the name Reuben Eddy. John also left land and property to Oded. 
Included in a second version of his will is the stipulation that Oded 
receive “my livestock and husbandry tools, my armory, and my negro boy  
Reuben.” Joseph died on February 6, 1759, and his will was probated 
two days later on February 8. Joseph died in Taunton, Massachusetts, 
but the location of his grave is unknown. 
 
The Third Generation in America 
 
Oded Eddy’s history is brief. He married a lady named Ann whose 
maiden name is unknown. The genealogy refers to her as Ann Smith 
because the records show her in later years with this name. It’s  
 

 
assumed that she was either widowed or divorced from Oded and 
married a second time. The records seem to support the theory of 
divorce and remarriage. 
 
In any case, while they were married, Oded and Ann Smith had only 
one child — a son named Oded, Jr. born in 1760. Oded, Jr. was 
Martha’s fourth great-grandfather. 
 
Before the American Revolution, Oded, Sr. served the English Crown 
in several capacities, but when the Revolution began, his loyalties 
switched to the defense of the Colonies. He served as a lieutenant in 
the 2nd Company, 1st Regiment of the Continental Army. Before and 
after military service, Oded, Sr. was a farmer. 
 
Oded, Sr. died in 1805 in Taunton, Massachusetts. Oded, Jr. was the 
sole executor of his father’s will. He inherited all his father’s land and  
possessions including, “my Negro boy Reuben to have and to hold forever.” 
Reuben may have been a slave, but by 1803 he had outlived two 
Eddy’s, and he certainly wasn’t a youngster anymore! 
 
The Fourth Generation in America 
 
Oded, Jr. also served in the Continental Army in the rank of private in 
Captain John Shaw’s Company of Colonel Jacob Garrish’s Regiment 
of Guards. During the war in 1781, he married a lady named Wealthy 
Pratt. After the Revolutionary War, he broke from his father’s 
footsteps and followed a different path. Oded and Wealthy moved to 
Cheshire, Massachusetts, and after a time, moved on to Deerfield, 
New York. In Deerfield, Oded, Jr. studied for the ministry. He was  
ordained and served as the pastor of the Baptist church there for the 
rest of his life. 
 
The Deerfield Baptist church records relate that Wealthy was an 
exceedingly large woman – over 400 pounds. She was so large that 
there was not a seat big enough for her in the entire sanctuary. The 
parishioners built one especially for her use and placed it to the side of 
the pulpit. The church (now officially the First Baptist Church of  
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Deerfield in Utica, N.Y.) still exists today and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
Oded, Jr. and Wealthy had four children. Try not to dwell on that 
mental picture. A son named Jonathan Samuel was born in 1786 while 
the family was still living in Massachusetts. He was Martha’s third 
great-grandfather. 
 
Wealthy died in 1820 at the age of 55. There’s no mention of anyone 
building an extra, extra, large coffin for her. Oded, Jr. died on July 31, 
1825, in Deerfield at the age of 65. They’re buried in the Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Utica, New York. No will has been found for 
Oded, Jr. but it’s safe to assume that poor Reuben did not live to be 
passed on to yet another generation of Eddys. 
 

 
The Fifth Generation in America 
 
A bit more is known about Oded’s son Jonathan Samuel than about 
his ancestors. Military records show that, during the War of 1812, he 
was a lieutenant in the 31st infantry. He received his honorable 
discharge in 1815. During his service, he was an army quartermaster.  

 
For the rest of his lifetime, Jonathan was a farmer and a jack-of-all-
trades. According to family histories, at various times he shoed horses, 
was a ship’s carpenter, a shoemaker, and he pulled teeth. According to 
his son Scott’s autobiography, Jonathan made Scott’s first pair of 
shoes.  
 
It’s uncertain when, but Jonathan married Polly (Mary) Ford, a young 
lady nearly 20 years younger than he. Records indicate that she was 
born in 1805. The autobiography of Jonathan’s youngest son Scott 
states that their eldest son Elon was his half-brother. There are no 
records to indicate the specifics of Elon’s parentage, but if Polly was 
his mother, she would have only been 15 when she became pregnant, 
and name of any potential father is not documented anywhere. It’s 
likely that Elon was Jonathan’s son from a first marriage, although no 
record of a first marriage exists. It’s also possible that Elon was 
adopted. Jonathan and Polly had other eight children in all—the last 
was born in 1843. Their sixth child, born in 1834, was named William 
Ford Eddy. He was Martha’s great-great-grandfather. 
 
In 1844, for reasons unknown, Jonathan moved most of his family 
from New York to Indiana. Their son Benjamin stayed behind in New 
York to learn a trade. Jonathan purchased 40 acres of Indiana land, and 
the 1850 census shows him farming in Kosciusco County. Jonathan 
died in 1862 at the age of 76. His three sons were all away serving in 
the Civil War at the time. 
  
Jonathan is buried in Hillcrest Cemetery at Warsaw, Indiana. In his last 
will and testament shown on the next page, he made provisions for his 
funeral expenses and debts to be paid, for his wife Polly to be well 
taken care of, and stipulated that his children should never let her 
suffer. In his will, Jonathan left real estate to his youngest son Scott 
Wilmouth Eddy, but nothing to his other children. 
 
After Jonathan’s death, Polly married a man named Shadrack 
McFarland, and the two moved to Ganges, Michigan. Polly died there 
in 1883. 
 
  

Oded Eddy, Jr’s Grave 
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Jonathan Samuel Eddy’s Last Will and Testament 

Jonathan Samuel Eddy and his grave in Indiana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sixth Generation in America 
 
Martha’s great-great-grandfather, William Ford Eddy, was born on 
August 14, 1834 in Oswego, New York. He moved with his family to 
Kosciusko County, Indiana in 1844. In August 1860, he married 
Margaret Ann Funk of Urbana, Ohio. According to his brother Scott’s 
autobiography, William was “the meanest man to his wife, I ever saw -- 
jealous. Had some reason but she was as good as he.” It’s another family tidbit 
that would be fun to know more about today. Their first and only child 
was born on April 2, 1861. They named him Elmer Percival. He was 
Martha’s great-grandfather. The young family’s life was soon 
interrupted by the American Civil War. 
 
The Civil War Service of William Ford Eddy 
 
Like Torris Scott, William Ford Eddy had a very tough time during his 
Union Army service— but not because of extensive combat. As with 
Torris, William’s Army CMSR shows that he was plagued with medical 
problems during his two separate enlistments. 
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William’s military records are helpful in telling us a little bit more about 
him. William was 5’10” tall, with fair complexion, blue/gray eyes, and 
brown hair. In civilian life, he worked as a carpenter. 
 
When President Lincoln issued his second call for volunteers in 1861, 
William, his older brother Jont (Jonathan), and his youngest brother 
Scott all responded. On November 21, 1861, William mustered into 
company B of the 44th Indiana as a fifth sergeant. He was 26 years old. 
 
Within a month, his health was failing. The nature of his health 
problems is confusing at best. Various references have been found to a 
variety of diagnoses including cardiac hypertrophy, cardiac 
hypertension, valvular disease, and a condition known as “soldier’s 
heart” and “war heart.” It’s possible that, given his experiences during 
his first enlistment, there may be a thread of truth running through all 
the conditions with the exception of cardiac hypertension. That 
diagnosis could not logically exist in the 1860s, because blood pressure 
monitoring instruments were not invented until nearly 30 years after 
the end of the Civil War. Conditions of high and low blood pressure 
were not recognized until then. 
 
The other conditions, however, were well-recognized because they 
afflicted both Union and Confederate soldiers. A discussion of these 
problems is helpful in understanding William’s physical health issues, 
especially when the medical records found in his CMSR are examined 
in the same context. 
 
The physical and emotional stresses of a soldier’s life in the Civil War 
often uncovered congenital heart abnormalities. The result was often 
informally characterized by battlefield physicians as “soldier’s heart” or 
“war heart”. Those who were afflicted suffered episodes of palpitation 
and shortness of breath. Some severe cases developed into cardiac 
hypertrophy or a thickening of the heart muscle, which reduced the 
size of the heart chamber, the volume of blood it could pump, and the 
strength with which it could pump it. Today, the condition would be 
termed congestive heart failure. 
 

Physicians often attributed these conditions to cardiac muscular 
exhaustion. The problems were often caused by sheer physical 
exertion, the excitement of battle, and double-quick marching. The 
straps of the soldier’s heavy field pack aggravated the condition by 
restricting the arteries in the shoulders and neck. If not isolated from 
the emotional and physical stress of the war, doctors found that these 
illnesses could evolve into a debilitating condition they called “war 
heart.”  

Pvt. Scott Eddy (L) and Sgt. William Eddy (R) 
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To receive and keep a disability pension after discharge, Civil War 
soldiers were required to undergo regular, extensive medical review for 
years afterward. Today, the data from these regular medical reviews 
resides in a massive database containing decades of detailed medical 
information about diagnoses, symptoms, behavioral patterns, and 
treatment. In recent years, medical researchers have been studying this 
data with increasing interest. One conclusion they’ve reached is that 
the symptoms of Civil War soldiers diagnosed with war heart closely 
paralleled the symptoms of modern-day soldiers who return from the 
battlefield suffering from PTSD. 
 
Given what we know about William Eddy’s experiences during his first 
enlistment, it’s possible that there’s a thread of truth running through  
the random reports of his condition — including valvular disease, 
cardiac hypertrophy, and war heart. 
 
Serving in the same company with William was his younger brother 
Scott Wilmoth Eddy and his older brother Jonathan Pratt Eddy. All 
three boys had answered Lincoln’s second call for volunteers. 
 
Shortly after their enlistment, Scott contracted typhoid fever and was 
sent home on a recovery furlough. William was active with his 
company only through the end of December 1861 before he was 
hospitalized with heart problems at Calhoun, Kentucky. That left only 
their brother Jonathan to fight in the battles at Fort Henry, Fort 
Donelson, and Shiloh. That did not mean that William was left behind. 
Like Torris Scott, it’s plainly evident that William was often in a field 
hospital that followed along with the Army. In January and February 
1862, the hospital was in Calhoun, Kentucky. In March and April 
1862, he was in a hospital in Evansville Indiana on the Ohio River 
where he stayed briefly as the Army prepared to move down the Ohio 
to the Tennessee River. After the April 1862 Battle of Shiloh, the 
Army of the Tennessee and the 44th Indiana moved south for the Siege 
of Corinth before chasing Confederate units northeast toward 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
By May 1862, William had caught up with the Army and was in the 
hospital that had been established at Nashville. He stayed there  

 
through the spring of the next year. It’s his experiences at Nashville 
that give us some important insight. 
 
William’s hospitalization records indicate that his heart condition was 
not so severe that he was bedridden. In fact, while in the hospital 
during his first enlistment, he was ambulatory and worked as an Army 
nurse. American poet Walt Whitman, himself a Civil War volunteer 
nurse, wrote extensively about the conditions they faced. According to 
Whitman, the duty was usually brutal and a haphazard affair, most 
often performed by convalescent soldiers with little or no formal 
training. Nursing personnel were nearly always surrounded, Whitman 
said, “by a heap of amputated feet, legs, arms, and hands.” Most male nurses 
were also given the unenviable duty of going to the battlefield to 
retrieve the wounded, dead, and dying. This was hardly conducive to 
lessening the stress of someone suffering from heart problems. It’s 
possible William might have been on the road to PTSD. 
 
It appears he may have reached a breaking point in late December 
1862 or early January 1863. On December 26, 1862, the Union Army 
left Nashville to engage the Confederacy just 30 miles away at  
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The Battle of Stones River began on 
December 31 and lasted for three days. By this time, William’s younger 
brother Scott had recovered from typhoid fever and had returned to 
active duty with company B of the 44th Indiana. At Stones River, 
41,400 Union soldiers met 35,000 Confederates. The ensuing battle 
was referred to by many on both sides as “New Year’s Hell.” 
Confederate losses were 1294 killed and 7945 wounded. Union losses 
were 1677 killed and 7543 wounded. One of the Union wounded was 
Scott Wilmoth Eddy. 
 
According to unit records and his own obituary, Scott was severely 
wounded in the hip by a Confederate musket ball. He was carried to a 
makeshift field hospital that had been set up in the dark, dirty cellar of 
an old nearby church. It was there that William, performing battlefield 
nursing duty, later found him and transferred him to a better facility. 
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Battle of Stones River – Yellow arrow marks location of 44th Indiana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s possible that William acted far beyond his authority in moving his 
brother, for no other explanation can be found for what happened  
next. William was stripped of his sergeant stripes and demoted to 
private. Not long after, though, his rank was restored. 
 
William was given a disability discharge in Chattanooga, Tennessee just 
months later on April 8, 1863. The official disability diagnosis was 
“dystrophy with dilatation (dilation) of the left cavities of the heart and 
chronic diarrhea.” William returned to Pierceton, Indiana and his wife 
Margaret and son Elmer. Recuperation at home must have improved 
his physical condition for his sojourn at home was brief. In just a year, 
he reenlisted as a private, and on April 11, 1864, he was mustered into 
company K of the 129th Indiana volunteer regiment.  
 
He went into immediate action joining in the march to Charleston, 
Tennessee followed by the advance into Georgia for the Atlanta 
campaign, which began with movements on Dalton, Georgia and 
Rocky Faced Ridge. He was involved in the Battle of Resaca and with 
operations at Dallas, Cartersville, Pumpkin Vine Creek, New Hope 
Church, and Allatoona Hills. All these actions were concluded by late  

 
May 1864, and once again, the stress must have been too much. The 
company roster shows William was back in the hospital in Nashville in 
June 1864. In just two months he’d once again become a sergeant. 
 
In July and August 1864, he was hospitalized in Marietta, Georgia. In 
September and October 1864, he was back in service with his unit 
seeing more action at Lovejoy Station in September and taking part in  
operations against Confederate General John Bell Hood in northern 
Georgia and northern Alabama. Within short order he was promoted 
to 2nd Lieutenant. 
 
By November 1864, William was back in the hospital in Nashville. He 
did not see active duty again. From January to April 1865, he was 
hospitalized in Jeffersonville, Indiana. What happened there can only 
be described as Army chickenshit — even though that term wasn’t 
coined until American GIs came up with it in World War II. 
 
On January 15, 1865, Major Goldsmith, the physician in charge of 
William’s ward, had diagnosed him with valvular disorder and  
requested he be given a 30-day furlough. That request was promptly 
denied by the Assistant Surgeon General’s office, which requested the  
Major explain why William should be furloughed rather than 
discharged. A three-month exchange ensued between Goldsmith and 
the Surgeon General with each repeatedly submitting the exact same 
responses to the other. Shown on the next pages are Major 
Goldsmith’s original Surgeon’s Certificate in which he states William’s 
diagnosis and recommendation for a 30-day furlough, William’s 
furlough papers, his discharge paper from his first enlistment in the 
44th Indiana, and his 1865 handwritten letter to Major Goldsmith 
acknowledging that he will return to Indianapolis for discharge as 
ordered.  
 
The three-month paperchase is inexplicable. Maybe William wanted a 
furlough and not a discharge. Maybe there were pay matters involved. 
Most likely, officers higher up in the command chain realized that, by  
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Above – William Eddy’s death certificate 
At left - William Eddy’s funeral notice 

 
this time, the Confederacy was finished, the war was coming to an end, 
and William wasn’t really needed any longer. Whatever the reasons, 
William was finally furloughed in April 1865. The war, of course, was 
now over. At home in May 1865, he received orders to travel to 
Indianapolis for his muster out of the Army. His service was over. 
 
The records of the Indiana Adjutant General’s office show that his 
service left him with a hypertensive heart. He was granted a disability 
pension of six dollars per month. After his final discharge, William 
returned home to Margaret and Elmer. Census records show that, 
while he worked as a carpenter before the war, his occupation was a 
house painter after he returned. 
 
 On November 5, 1902, at the age of 67, William died from heart 
problems and bronchial tuberculosis. After his death, Margaret went to 
live with Elmer and his family in Missouri. She went to work at a local 
pickle cannery. Margaret died from a cerebral hemorrhage in Craig, 
Missouri on January 5, 1919. Her nephew traveled to Holt County, 
Missouri to escort her body back to Indiana. She and William are 
buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery at Warsaw, Indiana. 
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William Ford Eddy’s long-awaited furlough 
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William Eddy’s discharge from the 44th Indiana 

William Eddy’s handwritten letter to Major Goldsmith 
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William Ford Eddy Martha Ver Mulm at the grave of William and 
Margaret Eddy near Warsaw, Indiana 
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The graves of Elmer and Mary Eddy 

 
The Seventh Generation Moves to Missouri 
 
In 1884, Martha’s great-grandfather Elmer married an Illinois girl 
named Mary Emily Lansdown. It’s been said that their marriage was a 
source of acute displeasure for Elmer’s mother Margaret and that she 
would consent to the union only if they agreed to allow her to raise 
their firstborn child. Times were different then, and they agreed. Elmer 
and Mary had a total of nine children between 1884 and 1898. Their 
first child, a boy named Carl, died in July 1884 — a little more than six 
months after their marriage. Records do not indicate the cause, but 
given the timeframe, it was perhaps a premature birth. Their second 
child died in August of the following year and is listed only as “infant.” 
 
It’s uncertain exactly when, but sometime before August 29, 1886, 
Elmer and Mary moved from Indiana to northwest Missouri, where 
Elmer began farming near Mound City. On that date, their third child 
was born. She was a girl named Edna Belle. She became Martha’s 
grandmother when she married Luther Harold Nauman in1908. 
 
The move from Indiana to Missouri added to Margaret’s angst as it 
caused her to lose contact with her only child along with any future 
grandchildren. To assuage his mother’s unhappiness, Elmer and Mary 
honored Margaret’s original marriage conditions. So it was that 
Martha’s grandmother, Edna Belle, the living first-born child of Elmer 
and Mary, spent her childhood with William and Margaret in Indiana. 
After Edna, Elmer and Mary had six other children—four girls and 
two boys. One daughter, Mabel, died at the age of 21. 
 
A local paper named the Oregon Sentinel in Oregon, Missouri, 
published a column about Elmer in which the paper described him as, 
“one of the best fellows and a genuine Apostle of Sunshine. He is so sunny and 
jolly, that a bronze statue would enjoy a visit with him. Nature seems to have 
endowed him with an abundance of that trait of congeniality and companionship, as 
to make you feel better all over for having spent an hour with him.”  
 
The article goes on to describe Elmer as the area’s foremost authority 
on the breeding of purebred Poland China hogs and Barred Rock 
chickens. 

 
Elmer died at the St. Joseph State Hospital on February 13, 1928 at the 
age of 66. The handwriting on his death certificate is so poor, his cause 
of death cannot be determined. His obituary, however, states that 
seven years before his death, he suffered a paralytic stroke from which 
he never fully recovered. 
 
Mary was stricken with partial paralysis in 1923. She lived another 11 
years after Elmer’s death and died from cardiac asthma on December 
30, 1939, at the age of 74. Both are buried in New Liberty Cemetery 
near Mound City, Missouri. 
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The Descendants of John Eddy of Taunton 

Generation #1 – John Eddy of Taunton – b. 25 Dec 1637 – Plymouth, Massachusetts – d. 7 Nov 1695 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts 
                            & Spouse Susanna Paddock – b. 1649 in Dartmouth, Massachusetts – d. 14 Mar 1670 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts – m. 12 Nov 1665 
                            and had a child named 
 
Generation #2 – Joseph Eddy – b.4 Jan 1863 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts – d. 6 Feb 1759 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts 
                            & Spouse Abigail Haskins – b. 1684 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts – d. 4 Nov 1756 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts – m. 1716 
                            and had a child named 
 
Generation #3 – Oded Eddy, Sr. – b. 1709 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts – d. 10 Jul 1805 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts 
                            & Spouse Ann Smith – b. 1713 in Massachusetts – d. – ?? – m. 1759 and had a child named 
 
Generation #4 – Oded Eddy, Jr. – b. 28 Feb 1760 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts – d. 31 Jul 1825 in Deerfield, Oneida, New York 
                            & Spouse Wealthy Pratt – b. 14 Jul 1765 in Taunton, Bristol, Massachusetts – d. 29 Mar 1820 in Deerfield, Oneida, New York – m 7 Dec 1780 
                            and had a child named 
 
Generation #5 – Jonathan Samuel Eddy – b. 16 Jun 1786 in Berkshire, Massachusetts – d. 7 Jul 1862 in Warsaw, Kosciusko, Indiana 
                            & Spouse Polly (Mary) Ford – b. 20 May 1805 in Wayne, New York – d. 15 Jan 1883 in Ganges, Allegan, Michigan – m. Unknown and had a child named 
 
Generation #6 – William Ford Eddy – b. 14 Aug 1834 in Oswego, New York – d. 5 Nov 1902 in Pierceton, Kosciusko, Indiana 
                             & Spouse Margaret Ann Funk – b. 7 Feb 1838 in Urbana, Ohio – d. 4 Jan 1919 in Craig, Holt, Missouri – m. 6 Mar 1860 and had a child named 
 
Generation #7 – Elmer Percival Eddy – b. 2 Apr 1861 in Pierceton, Kosciusko, Indiana – d. 13 Feb 1928 in St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri 
                            & Spouse Mary Emily Lansdown – b. 3 Mar 1865 in Paris, Edgar, Illinois – d. 30 Dec 1939 in Fairfax, Atchison, Missouri – m. 1 Jan 1884 
                            and had a child named 
 
Generation #8 – Edna Belle Eddy – b. 29 Aug 1886 in Mound City, Holt, Missouri – d. 11 Nov 1975 in Rockport, Atchison, Missouri 
                            & Spouse Luther Harold Nauman – b. 19 Apr 1884 – Craig, Holt, Missouri – d. 15 Jan 1969 – Mound City, Holt, Missouri – m. 1 Apr 1908 
                           and had a child named  
 
Generation #9 – Edna Desdemonia Nauman – b. 31 Mar 1914 – Fair Deeling, Missouri – d. 7 Feb 1990 – Clarion, Wright, Iowa 
                            & Spouse Donald Rudolph Scott – B. 8 Sep 1919 – Redwood, Minnesota – d. 8 Mar 1980 -Clarion, Wright, Iowa – m. 1 Sep 1940 
                            and had a child named 
 
Generation # 10 – Martha Leu Scott – b. 14 Apr 52, - Clarion, Wright, Iowa  
                               & Spouse Dennis Eugene Ver Mulm, b. 6 Jul 1952 – Sioux Center, Sioux, Iowa – m. 15 May 1976 and had children named 
 
Generation #11 – Scott Evan Ver Mulm – b. 10 Feb 1982 – Des Moines, Polk, Iowa 
                             & Spouse Kasey Baker – b. 27 Feb 1979 – Dallas Center, Dallas, Iowa – m. 9 Oct 2010 
 
Generation #12 – Molly Erin Ver Mulm – b. 7 Nov 1986 – Des Moines, Polk, Iowa 
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The Eddy family originated in the southwestern port city of Bristol in England with 
the oldest known patriarch William Eddye. William lived during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I; at the same time as noted author and playwright William Shakespeare. 
 
William was educated at the University of Cambridge, and in 1591, he became the 
Vicar of Cranbrook at St. Dunstan’s Church in Cranbrook, County Kent, in 
southwestern England. 
 
William was married twice and fathered a total of 13 children. Of the 12 children he 
had with his first wife Mary, four of them left England for America. Sons John and 
Samuel were members of the Puritan movement who believed that the Church of 
England was so corrupt that the only reasonable course of action for a true believer 
was to separate from it. As Separatists, they joined others of similar mind and left 
England for North America in 1630. 
 
After 12 dangerous weeks at sea, their ship The Handmaid arrived at Plymouth 
Colony where they joined others who had come 10 years earlier on the Mayflower. 
The date was October 29, 1630. John and Samuel Eddye were the pioneers of the 
Eddy family in America. The relationship between the two brothers and John Eddy 
of Taunton, our family’s patriarch, has not been firmly established. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Eddy Coat of Arms 
Motto: Crux Mihi Grata Quies 
The Cross is My Welcome Rest 

Puritans at Plymouth Colony 
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The Family of Elmer Percival and Mary Emily (Lansdown) Eddy 
 
Elmer is the man on the left. The man on the right is their hired man, Fred Sliock. Front row from left: Mabel Clair, Frederic Charles, Mary Emily (holding 
Grace Caledonia), Ferol Erma (holding Cora Desdemonia), and Frank Earl. Elmer's first two children died in infancy. Their eldest child, Edna Belle Eddy 
(Nauman), is not in the picture. Edna Belle was raised by her paternal grandparents Margaret Ann (Funk) Eddy and William Ford Eddy. Margaret would only 
agree to Elmer and Mary's marriage if they sent their firstborn child back to her in Indiana to be raised. This picture was taken in the fall of 1898 on the 
Eddy farm in Holt County, Missouri. Most photos of this era showed people with stern expressions. That's because photography at that time used slow film 
speeds and long exposure times, and it was difficult to hold a steady smile long enough for it not to be blurred. It's obvious from this picture that Grace and 
Cora could not sit still during the photo, which is why their images are blurry. 
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▪Civil War battle maps – Civil War Preservation Trust 

▪Sketch of 10th Iowa on page 137 – Library of Congress 
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▪ The databases and information at Ellisisland.org 

▪ The databases and information at the Rotterdam, Netherlands city archives at stadsarchief.rotterdam.nl  

▪ The databases and information at the Gelderland, Netherlands provincial archives at geldersarchief.nl 
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Notes and Corrections 




